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(54) Laser gradient setting device 

(57) A laser gradient setting device comprises a 
swing frame (13) rotatable around a vertical shaft (14), 
a laser projector (11) tiltably mounted on the swing 
frame (13) via a support member so that it is tittable 
around a horizontal shaft (12), a tilt sensor (1 6) mounted 
independently from the laser projector (1 1 ) and rotatably 
around the horizontal shaft (12), an encoder (43) inte- 
grally rotating with the tilt sensor (16), a vertical angle 



adjusting means (18) for tilting the support member, and 
a tilt sensor tilting means (19) mounted on the support 
member and for tilting the tilt sensor (16), whereby the 
tilt sensor (16) is tilted so that the tilt angle detected by 
the encoder (43) agrees with the preset gradient and the 
tilt sensor (16) is integrally tilted with the laser projector 
(1 1 ) so that the tilt sensor (1 6) is held horizontally. 
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Description 

The present invention relates to a laser gradient set- 
ting device and a method for setting a reference line, in 
particular in construction and other civil engineering 
work. 

In construction and other civil engineering work, it is 
necessary to determine a horizontal reference line or a 
reference line tilted to the horizontal line by a given angle. 
To set such a reference line, a laser gradient setting de- 
vice is used. 

For example, in case concrete pipes are buried in 
sewage construction, the pipes must be laid without 
bending and with inclination at a given angle. 

Such concrete pipes are used as flow passages for 
city water or for sewage or for discharging liquids and 
are laid with a certain gradient and without bending. If 
the buried concrete pipes are bent or turned upward, 
downward, leftward or rightward, the water or liquids are 
stagnated, clogging the pipes or leaking into the sur- 
rounding soil. As a result, the pipes no more fulfill the 
function as flow passages. Therefore, a proper reference 
line must be set to ensure perfect burying of the concrete 
pipes. 

As such a reference line, laser beam is the most con- 
venient because it does not slacken like threads even for 
long distance or it does not hinder the construction work 
or it is not cut off as the result of interference with the 
works or concrete pipes. 

The above laser gradient setting device emits laser 
beam and forms a reference line for the purpose of laying 
concrete pipes. 

As one of the representative methods to lay and bury 
concrete pipes under the ground is the open-cut method, 
by which the ground is excavated and concrete pipes are 
placed and buried in the excavated ditch one after an- 
other and the ditch is finally filled with soil. 

In the following, description will be given on the 
open-cut method referring to Fig. 5. 

A laser gradient setting device 1 emits laser beam 
in horizontal direction or in a direction with a certain gra- 
dient. If the laser beam is aligned with the horizontal line, 
it is a horizontal reference line. If the laser beam is in- 
clined at a given angle, it is a reference line with a given 
gradient. 

For each linear section extending for a certain dis- 
tance, a pit 3 deeper than the depth to lay a concrete 
pipe 2 is excavated at the starting point to lay the con- 
crete pipe 2, and a burying ditch 4 continuous to the pit 
3 is excavated deeper than the depth where the concrete 
pipe is to be laid. The laser gradient setting device 1 is 
installed in the pit 3, emitting laser beam at a gradient 9 
and forming a reference laser beam L. The concrete pipe 
2 is laid on a temporary base 5 in the burying ditch 4 in 
such manner that axial center of the concrete pipe 2 is 
aligned with the reference line L. 

When the axial center of the concrete pipe 2 is 
aligned with the reference laser beam L, the burying ditch 



4 is filled with soil to bury the concrete pipe 2. 

The laser gradient setting device 1 must be accu- 
rately set in horizontal direction. In the past, horizontal 
positioning of the laser gradient setting device 1 has 

s been carried out as follows: A support stand 6 is installed 
above the pit 3 and a transit 7 is placed on the support 
stand 6. From the transit 7, a plumb-bob 8 is suspended, 
and the transit 7 is set to align with a known point 10. 
Further, a laser gradient setting device 1 is installed in 

10 the pit 3, and the plumb-bob 8 is aligned with the center 
of the laser gradient setting device. Then, another 
plumb-bob 9 is suspended from the laser gradient setting 
device 1 , and the plumb-bob 9 is aligned with the known 
point 10. 

15 A conventional type laser gradient setting device will 
be described below in connection with Figs. 6 and 7. 

A laser projector 11 is installed on a swing frame 1 3. 
which is tiltable around a horizontal shaft 12, and the 
swing frame 13 is mounted on a main unit frame (not 

20 shown) so that it can be rotated in horizontal direction 
around a vertical shaft 1 4. A tilt lever 1 5 is tiltably mount- 
ed on the horizontal shaft 12, and the tilt lever 15 is pro- 
vided with a tilt sensor 1 6 such as an electric bubble tube, 
which issues electric output. 

25 A horizontal angle adjusting mechanism 17 is con- 
nected with the swing frame 1 3, and a vertical angle ad- 
justing mechanism 18 is connected with the laser pro- 
jector 1 1 . A tilt sensor tilting mechanism 1 9 is connected 
with the tilt lever 15. The tilt sensor tilting mechanism 19 

30 is mounted on a support member of the laser projector 
11 and is integrally tilted with the laser projector 11. 

The horizontal angle adjusting mechanism 17 com- 
prises a first screw 20 rotatably mounted in horizontal 
direction, a first slide nut 21 screwed in the first screw 

35 20, a pin 23 stuck in the first slide nut 21 and engaged 
with the swing frame 13, a driven gear 24 attached on 
the first screw 20, and a horizontal angle adjusting motor 
26 connected to the driven gear 24 via a driving gear 25. 
The vertical angle adjusting mechanism 1 8 compris- 

40 es a second screw 27 rotatably mounted in horizontal 
direction, a second slide nut 28 screwed in the second 
screw 27, a pin 29 stuck in the second slide nut 28 and 
engaged with the laser projector 11 , a driven gear 30 at- 
tached on the screw 27, and a vertical angle adjusting 

45 motor 32 connected to the driven gear 30 via a driving 
gear 31 . 

The tilt sensor tilting mechanism 19 comprises a 
third screw 33 rotatably mounted in vertical direction, a 
third slide nut 34 screwed in the third screw 33, a pin 35 

so stuck in the third slide nut 34 and engaged with the tilt 
lever 15, a driven gear 36 attached on the third screw 
33, and a gradient setting motor 38 connected to the driv- 
en gear 36 via a driving gear 37. A pulse motor is used 
as the gradient setting motor 38 

ss in Fig. 7, reference numeral 39 represents a laser 
beam emitter, and the laser beam emitted from the laser 
beam emitter 39 passes through a collimator lens 40 and 
is irradiated as parallel beams. 



d£ST AVAILABLE COPY 



3 



EP 0 699 891 A1 



4 



Referring to Figs. 8 and 9, description will be given 
now on operation of a conventional type laser gradient 
setting device where setting is made in such manner that 
the reference line is tilted at an angle 9 with respect to 
the horizontal line. 

The laser gradient setting device is installed and it 
is adjusted horizontally with a bar bubble tube (not 
shown) on top surface of the laser gradient setting de- 
vice. In case of a pipe, it is moved in circumferential di- 
rection (Fig. 8 (A)). 

Next, with the laser projector 1 1 at horizontal posi- 
tion, the number of pulses corresponding to the preset 
tilt angle G is inputted to the gradient setting motor 38 to 
drive the gradient setting motor 38. The third slide nut 34 
is moved upward via the driving gear 37, the driven gear 
36, and the third screw 33, and the tilt lever 15 is tilted 
reversely to the preset angle 9 (Fig. 8 (B)). 

The vertical angle adjusting motor 32 is driven, and 
the second slide nut 28 is moved via the driving gear 31 , 
the driven gear 30, and the second screw 27. The laser 
projector 11 and the tilt lever 15 are integrally tilted. The 
vertical angle adjusting motor 32 is driven until the angle 
detected by the tilt sensor 16 reaches a reference level. 
The reference level is a setting value, which is electrically 
set to zero (Fig. 8 (C)). 

With the tilt sensor 16 at the reference level, the laser 
projector 11 is tilted and set at the preset angle 9. After 
the angle has been set, the driven gear 24 is driven, and 
the laser beam emitted from the laser projector 11 is set 
in horizontal direction by means of the horizontal angle 
adjusting mechanism 17. 

In the conventional type laser gradient setting device 
as described above, the angle of the tilt lever 15 is set 
under the open loop control by the pulse motor. The open 
loop control by the pulse motor is advantageous in that 
the position or the number of revolutions can be control- 
led with relatively simple arrangement. However, it is 
based on the assumption that the pulse motor is rotated 
in proportion to the number of the pulses inputted to the 
pulse motor and that there is no error in rotation trans- 
mitting route. In case smooth operation of the pulse mo- 
tor is hindered due to oil exhaustion, dust, etc., 
out-of-step phenomenon may occur and the number of 
revolutions to match the number of pulses may not be 
attained. Or, in case backlash occurs in a speed reducer 
or a screw, the operation of the pulse motor is not accu- 
rately transmitted. As a result, in the conventional type 
laser gradient setting mechanism, which depends upon 
the number of pulses, the tilt angle may not be correctly 
set. Further, errors may be accumulated because no 
function is provided to correct the error. 

On the other hand, the distance between manholes 
tends to be longer in recent years, and there are increas- 
ingly strong demands on gradient accuracy in construc- 
tion work, and it is difficult to meet these requirements 
by the conventional type laser gradient setting device. 

To solve the above problems, it is an object of the 
present invention to improve accuracy of the tilt angle 



setting in the setting of the laser reference level. 

According to the present invention there is provided 
a laser gradient setting device, comprising a swing frame 
rotatable around a vertical axis, a laser projector tiltably 

5 mounted on the swing frame via a support member so 
that it is tiltable around a horizontal axis, a tilt sensor 
mounted independently from the laser projector and ro- 
tatably around the horizontal axis, a vertical angle ad- 
justing means for tilting the support member, and a tilt 

10 sensor tilting means mounted on the support member 
and for tilting the tilt sensor, characterised by an encoder 
integrally rotatable with the tilt sensor. 

According to the present invention there is further 
provided a method of setting a reference line using a la- 

15 ser gradient setting device in which a tilt sensor is tilted 
around a horizontal axis by a tilt sensor tilting means in- 
dependently of a laser projector, and a support member 
on which the laser projector is mounted so as to be tilt- 
able around the horizontal axis is tilted by a vertical angle 

20 adjusting means characterised in that an encoder rotates 
integrally with the tilt sensor to detect the tilt angle. 

An embodiment of the invention will now be de- 
scribed, by way of example, with reference to the draw- 
ings of which: 

25 

Fig. 1 is a partial side view of an embodiment of the 
present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a partially cutaway side view of the embod- 
30 iment shown in Fig. 1 ; 

Figs. 3(A), 3(B) and 3(C) are partial side views illus- 
trating the operation of the embodiment shown in 
Fig. 1; 

35 

Fig. 4 is a flow chart illustrating the operation of the 
embodiment shown in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 5 is a schematic view illustrating the open-cut 
40 method using the laser gradient setting device; 

Fig. 6 is a partial side view of a prior art arrangement; 

Fig. 7 is a partially cutaway side view of the arrange- 
rs ment shown in Fig. 6; 

Figs. 8(A), 8(B) and 8(C) are partial side views illus- 
trating the operation of the prior art arrangement; 
and 

so 

Fig. 9 is a flow chart illustrating the operation of the 
prior art arrangement. 

In the following, description will be given on an em- 
55 bodiment of the present invention in connection with the 
drawings. In Fig. 1 and Fig. 2, the same component as 
in Fig. 6 and Fig. 7 is referred by the same symbol, and 
detailed description is not given here. 
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A laser projector 1 1 is mounted on a swing frame 1 3, 
which is tiltable around a horizontal shaft 12, and the 
swing frame 1 3 is mounted on a main frame (not shown) 
in such manner that it is rotatable in horizontal direction 
around a vertical shaft 14. A tiltable disk 42 is mounted 5 
on the horizontal shaft 1 2, and a tilt lever 1 5 is connected 
with the tiltable disk 42. The tiltable disk 42 is provided 
with a tilt sensor 16 such as a bubble tube to show hor- 
izontal condition. The horizontal shaft 1 2 is provided with 
an encoder 43, which is rotatable integrally with the tilt 
sensor 16, and the encoder 43 detects rotating angle of 
the horizontal shaft 12, i.e. tilt angle of the laser projector 
1 1 . A signal from the encoder 43 is inputted to a controller 
(not shown). 

A horizontal angle adjusting mechanism 17 is con- 
nected to the swing frame 13, and a vertical angle ad- 
justing mechanism 1 8 is connected to the laser projector 
11 . A tilt sensor tilting mechanism 1 9 is connected to the 
tilt lever 1 5. The tilt sensor tilting mechanism 1 9 is mount- 
ed on a support member of the laser projector 11 and is 
tiltable integrally with the laser projector 11 . 

The horizontal angle adjusting mechanism 17 com- 
prises a first screw 20 rotatably mounted in horizontal 
direction, a first slide nut 21 screwed in the first screw 
20, a pin 23 stuck in the first slide nut 21 and engaged 
with the swing frame 13, a driven gear 24 attached on 
the first screw 20, and a horizontal angle adjusting motor 
26 connected to the driven gear 24 via a driving gear 25. 

The vertical angle adjusting mechanism 1 8 compris- 
es a second screw 27 rotatably mounted in horizontal 
direction, a second slide nut 28 screwed in the second 
screw 27, a pin 29 stuck in the second slide nut 28 and 
engaged with the laser projector 1 1 , a driven gear 30 at- 
tached on the second screw 27, and a vertical angle ad- 
justing motor 32 connected to the driven gear 30 via a 
driving gear 31. 

The tilt sensor tilting mechanism 19 comprises a 
third screw 33 rotatably mounted in vertical direction, a 
third slide nut 34 screwed in the third screw 33, a pin 35 
stuck in the third slide nut 34 and engaged with the tilt 
lever 15, a driven gear 36 attached on the third screw 
33, and a gradient setting motor 38 connected to the driv- 
en gear 36 via a driving gear 37. 

A controller (not shown) controls and drives the hor- 
izontal angle adjusting motor 26, the vertical angle ad- 
justing motor 32, and the gradient setting motor 38. 

Next, description will be given on installation of pipes 
where a reference line is set in such manner that it is 
inclined at a given angle 6 with respect to the horizontal 
line, referring to Figs. 3 and 4. 

The laser gradient setting device is installed and it 
is adjusted in the manner that the circumferential direc- 
tion of the pipe becomes approximately horizontal using 
a bar bubble tube (not shown) provided on top surface 
of the laser gradient setting device main unit. 

Next, the laser projector 11 inputs a preset tilt angle 
9 to the controller (not shown), and the gradient setting 
motor 38 is driven by the controller. The third slide nut 



34 is moved upward via the driving gear 37, the driven 
gear 36, and the third screw 33, and the tilt lever 15 is 
tilted reversely to the preset angle G (Fig. 3 (B)). The tilt 
lever 1 5 is rotated integrally with the tiltable disk 42, and 
the rotating angle of the tiltable disk 42 is detected by the 
encoder 43 and is fed back to the controller (not shown). 
When the detection angle of the encoder 43 agrees with 
the preset angle, the gradient setting motor 38 is 
stopped. 

The vertical angle adjusting motor 32 is driven, and 
the second slide nut 28 is moved via the driving gear 31 , 
the driven gear 30 and the second screw 27. The laser 
projector 11 and the tilt lever 15 are integrally tilted via 
the pin 29. The vertical angle adjusting motor 32 is driven 
until the angle detected by the tilt sensor 16 reaches 0, 
and the laser projector 1 1 is tilted. 

The tilt sensor 16 is tilted via the laser projector 11 , 
the tilt lever 15 and the tiltable disk 42. When the con- 
troller detects the reference level from the tilt sensor 16, 
the vertical angle adjusting motor 32 is stopped, and la- 
ser beam emitted from the laser projector 1 1 is set to the 
preset angle 6 (Fig. 3 (C)). After the angle has been set, 
the driven gear 24 is driven, and the laser beam emitted 
from the laser projector 1 1 is set in horizontal direction 
by the horizontal angle adjusting mechanism 17. 

In case the laser gradient setting device is to be in- 
stalled after the gradient setting has been completed by 
the laser gradient setting device, it is not always neces- 
sary to set the laser projector in horizontal direction. Be- 
cause the angle set earlier can be obtained by the en- 
coder regardless of which angle the main unit is installed 
at, the difference from the newly set angle is calculated, 
and the angle agrees with the newly set angle when the 
tilt sensor reaches the reference level. 

It is needless to say that motors such as a pulse mo- 
tor, a DC motor, a servomotor, etc. can be used as the 
gradient setting motor 38. Also, it will suffice if the encod- 
er 43 is mechanically linked to the tiltable disk 42, and it 
may be linked to the horizontal shaft 2 via a shaft cou- 
pling or via operation transmitting means such as gears. 
Because the encoder 43 detects actual tilt angle, the gra- 
dient may be displayed on the gradient setting display 
unit arranged at a given position on the laser gradient 
setting device. The tilt sensor 1 6 may not necessarily be 
mounted on the tiltable disk 42 and it may be provided 
on the tilt lever 1 5 or a component which is tilted integrally 
with the tilt lever 15. 

Further, the encoder 43 may be of optical type or 
magnetic type. 

As described above, a closed loop system is adopt- 
ed in the present invention, in which tilting of the laser 
projector is directly detected and it is controlled so that 
the detection result agrees with the preset angle. Accord- 
ingly, there is no influence from the error on the mecha- 
nisms, and the gradient can be set with high accuracy. 
Cumulative error does not occur even when the device 
is repeatedly used. 
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Claims 

1 . A laser gradient setting device, comprising a swing 
frame (13) rotatable around a vertical axis (14), a 
laser projector (11) tiltably mounted on the swing s 
frame via a support member so that it is tiltable 
around a horizontal axis (12), a tilt sensor (16) 
mounted independently from the laser projector and 
rotatably around the horizontal axis, a vertical angle 
adjusting means (18) for tilting the support member, io 
and a tilt sensor tilting means (19) mounted on the 
support member and for tilting the tilt sensor, char- 
acterised by an encoder (43) integrally rotatable with 

the tilt sensor 

15 

2. A laser gradient setting device according to claim 1 , 
comprising a controller which operates the vertical 
angle adjusting means (18) and the tilt sensor tilting 
means (19) according to the signals from the tilt sen- 
sor (16) and the encoder (43). 20 

3. A laser gradient setting device according to claim 1 
or claim 2 : wherein the tilt sensor (16) is tiltable in 
such manner that the tilt angle detected by the 
encoder (43) agrees with the preset gradient, and 2S 
the tilt sensor (16) is integrally tiltable with the laser 
projector (11 ) so that the tilt sensor is held horizon- 
tally. 

4. A laser gradient setting device as claimed in any pre- 30 
ceding claim in which the encoder (43) is an optical, 
mechanical or magnetic encoder. 

5. A method of setting a reference line using a laser 
gradient setting device in which a tilt sensor (1 6) is 35 
tilted around a horizontal axis (1 2) by a tilt sensor 
tilting means (1 9) independently of a laser projector 

(11 ), and a support member on which the laser pro- 
jector is mounted so as to be tiltable around the hor- 
izontal axis is tilted by a vertical angle adjusting *o 
means (18) characterised in that an encoder (43) 
rotates integrally with the tilt sensor to detect the tilt 
angle. 
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